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Story and more photos on page 10

Visit our award winning website at: www.SafeBoatingJax.com
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FROM WHIT VICK ‐ YOUR FLOTILLA COMMANDER
The Meaning of Life
Before you get your hopes up or begin clucking in disbelief, I admit this issue may
not be fully answered here. But I have read a couple of articles recently that got me
thinking about this topic.
A headline in the New York Times stated: PHYSICISTS FIND ELUSIVE PARTICLE SEEN
AS KEY TO UNIVERSE. This would be the Higgs boson, confirmed by colliding protons
at nearly the speed of light at a 17 mile circular tunnel called the Large Hadron
Collider near Geneva Switzerland. It turns out that this particular boson is a basic building block or energy
without which there would be no existence. I admit I don't have a clue as to what a Higgs boson is. But it has
gotten physicists very excited and some believe it essentially answers the question of why we exist.
With all due respect to the physicists, I will take a contrarian view and say I believe why we exist has less to
due with the Higgs boson and more to do with the human spirit and pursuit of happiness.
Switch gears to Richard Gunderman, a radiologist/philosopher who wrote an article titled "Happiness". I
borrow from this article freely.
Gunderman starts with Aristotle writing about the ultimate goal of life. Aristotle dismisses wealth, fame,
pleasure and power as being too short lived and superficial. Aristotle concludes if there is a goal of human life,
it must be "eudaimonia", often translated as "happiness" but perhaps better understood as "flourishing".
Look up "flourish" in a dictionary and find words like "thrive", "prosper", "living well". Flourish is derived from
the Latin word for "flower" or "blooming".
Gunderman believes flourishing consists especially in activities that draw on our imagination, our ability to
perceive and discuss how things could be. We have not only the power to mirror but also make our own
reality. Milton is quoted: "The mind is its own place and in itself can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven."
Happiness is as much what we make of our experience as what actually happens to us. If we spend time
fretting over external circumstances or things we cannot change, we are likely to end up unhappy. If we can
focus on things over which we can exert some influence, we can set about making our own lives and the lives
of others better. One of the life experiences most likely to promote happiness is the sense that we have made
life better. Self gratification is less important for a happy life than service to others. At every level of income,
people whose greatest ambitions lie in pleasure, money, and fame are less happy than people with less
materialistic aims in life. Genuine happiness is not to be found in objects we possess or self indulgence but in
relationships we build. Although such attachments bring with them the possibility of pain or failure, they open
up far greater possibilities for flourishing and joy. He ends with Seneca: if we wish to be happy, we must not
live for ourselves but for others.
I contend that being active in a volunteer service‐oriented organization like the Coast Guard Auxiliary affords
us an opportunity to flourish. This might occur by teaching classes, writing articles about boating safety, doing
vessel exams, program visits, safety patrols, radio watchstanding, manning a safety/information booth,
learning new skills, forming relationships. The Coast Guard Auxiliary may not be the meaning of life, but it can
add meaning to a life.
Semper paratus,
Whit Vick, Flotilla Commander
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FLOTILLA 14‐8 STAFF OFFICERS
Paul Burns ‐ Communications Services (FSO‐CS)
Robert Strong – Finance (FSO‐FN)
Marlene Koehl ‐ Information Systems (FSO‐IS)
Robert Flaige – Materials (FSO‐MA)
Kyle George – Marine Safety (FSO‐MS)
John Hadley – Member Training (FSO‐MT)
Cris Vonderheide – Navigation Systems (FSO‐NS)

Kevin Koehl – Public Affairs (FSO‐PA)
Carolyn Strong – Publications (FSO‐PB)
Robert Strong – Public Education (FSO‐PE)
Rebecca Habermas – Human Resources (FSO‐HR)
Marlene Koehl – Program Visitor (FSO‐PV)
Charles Smith – Vessel Examination (FSO‐VE)
Whit Vick – Operations (FSO‐OP)

FLOTILLA STAFF OFFICERS REPORT ‐ FINANCE
FINANCE – BOB STRONG
Our flotilla By‐Laws require all members to pay their annual dues in June of each year.
As of August 1, 2012, some flotilla members have not paid their dues. Please send me
your check by the flotilla meeting on 4 September 2012, so we don’t have to send you
a disenrollment letter. Please make your check payable to “USCG AUXILIARY 14‐8” for
the stated sum and mail to me in the return envelope you received with your dues
notice.
Thanks, Bob Strong, FSO‐FN

FLOTILLA STAFF OFFICERS REPORTS ‐ RESPONSE
OPERATIONS – WHIT VICK
A patrol on 7/28 on Carlie II, a 16 foot Boston Whaler, began at Mandarin Park and
took us to beautiful Black Creek. We had Steve Parsons from 14‐7 as crew and John
Hadley from 14‐8 as crew trainee. Many tasks practiced, many stories swapped.
Most of our new members are interested in crew. We can hope this interest will bode
well for the future of our OPS program.
Whit Vick, FSO‐OP

Left:
Steve Parsons
& John Hadley

Right:
John Hadley at
the helm

Photos by Whit Vick
3

FLOTILLA STAFF OFFICERS REPORTS ‐ PREVENTION
MEMBER TRAINING – JOHN HADLEY
Member Training Activities Increased in August
Activity in member training has begun to accelerate, due to the input and preparations
of the Recruitment and Retention Committee in large part. For the record, the
members of this committee are: Kevin Koehl, VFC and FSO‐PA; Marlene Koehl, FSO‐
IS/PV; Becky Habermas, FSO‐HR: Paul Tynda FSO‐SR and myself. Through several
meetings and email conferences the committee slowly and surely has begun to forge a
policy and practice for new‐members of Flotilla 14‐8 that will give them a sure step on
the path of their career in the Auxiliary. Our Flotilla Commander Whit Vick is due
much credit for this. He not only has implemented division and district direction in this, but more importantly
has provided an atmosphere of growth with judicious guidance which has allowed us to increase our active
membership. We owe him a good deal.
With the presence of new members determined to get involved, the pressure on member training has
increased. This is welcome. With teamwork from Paul Burns, Bob Strong and contributions from Kevin, Whit
and myself we recently delivered an evening of member training on August 7th for all hands. This specifically
dealt with the training track(s) for Boat Crew, Coxswain, and Radio Watchstander qualification. More will be
coming.
We have recently had some great experience in attracting speakers who have brought some great knowledge
and encouragement to our membership. It seems that the audience has benefited a good deal. We plan to
continue this practice through the winter months.
Since our latest fellowship gathering on Thursday 16 AUG, I have received and acted on requests to provide
more material. Mr. Charles White now has the Tillery notes on Boat Crew, and Mr. Tom Edwards will soon be
getting his copy of the Instructor Development course via snail mail.
Finally, we have enacted our long planned‐for mentoring program. I have my charge, as do others in the
flotilla. I am really excited about the possibilities of this and the opportunities available to our new members.
Member training will have access to materials, and we will be ready for requests.
John Hadley FSO‐MT

PUBLIC EDUCATION – BOB STRONG
On 11 August 2012, after almost eight years, the flotilla taught our last boating course
at the Stellar building in Mandarin. I received an email from our contact at Stellar on 8
August 2012 informing me that the Stellar Board of Directors had decided they would
no longer allow us to use their facility after our course on 11 August and that we were
to remove all of our belongings and turn in our keys upon completion of our course
that day. We of course complied with their directions and wrote a response thanking
them for the use of their wonderful facility.
We are now actively looking for a new classroom that we may use on Saturdays. If you
know of such a facility, please let me know about it as soon as possible.
Our next boating course is scheduled for 15 September but it may have to be cancelled if we are not able to
find a new classroom before our flotilla meeting on 4 September.
I now have all the material necessary to teach the "Boats N Kids" course to third grade students. All we need
now is for one or more members to step up and offer to teach it.
For your information our flotilla has taught ten ABS courses this year and graduated 90 students, 9 of these
students were 17 years of age or under.
Bob Strong, FSO‐PE
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MARINE SAFETY – KYLE GEORGE

Green lasers halt Coast Guard air searches
Posted by LT Stephanie Young, Tuesday, August 14, 2012

The SAR alarm is sounded and a Coast Guard
helicopter is launched. As the aircrew arrives on
scene, ready to search for the boater who needs
their help, a green light enters the cockpit. It’s a
green laser being shined from land and its
blinding beam forces the pilots to head back to
base, unable to finish their search.

A green laser shining on an aircraft
Photo courtesy of Department of Transportation
This life‐threatening incident is not a made‐up story but something happening to Coast Guard aircrews along
our nation’s coasts as they take flight to save lives.
An MH‐65 Dolphin rescue helicopter crew from
Air Station Savannah, Ga., transits the Grand
Strand, N.C.
U.S. Coast Guard photo by Lt. Daniel Lavinder

When a laser is directed into an aircraft, the
aircrew has to stop searching immediately and
land. The crew is grounded until each person has
an eye exam and is cleared by a flight surgeon. This
process can take up to 24 hours, depending on
when and where the incident occurred.
Additionally, there is typically a two‐to‐three hour
delay to get a new helicopter and crew on scene to
resume a search.
“People need to consider how many lives they’re putting in danger before they choose to point a laser light at
an aircraft,” said Cmdr. Gregory Fuller, commanding officer of Air Station Savannah. “It’s not only incredibly
dangerous for those in and around the aircraft, but it also keeps our aircrews from responding during maritime
emergencies. This isn’t something we take lightly.”
In one recent case, a Coast Guard aircrew still had 40 minutes before their search for the source of mayday call
was complete, when they were forced to land early because of a laser light.
In another case, an aircrew from Air Facility Charleston, S.C., had just arrived at an area called the Grand
Strand to start a search. As they began, a laser hit the aircraft, forcing the aircrew to land.
Continued on page 6...
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Marine Safety continued...
A boatcrew from Station Georgetown was launched to take over the search; however, due to the distance
from Georgetown, the boatcrew didn’t arrive at the search area until two hours after the helicopter departed
the scene. The source of the flares was never located.
“We’ve been very fortunate that the green laser incidents haven’t yet resulted in tragedy,” said Fuller. “But
every time we send our aircrews to the Grand Strand, we’re telling them to fly into the equivalent of a storm,
where it’s almost guaranteed they’ll be hit. We’re simply asking the public to stop putting Coast Guard men
and women in senseless and unnecessary danger.”
This is a growing problem, and one in which the Coast Guard needs the public’s support. The Federal Aviation
Administration reports laser illumination events rose 902 percent from 2005 to 2011. Coast Guard crews at Air
Station Savannah have experienced six separate incidents in the past year and a half alone, four of which
occurred during searches for mariners in distress.
In addition to the threat on aircrew safety, shining any laser at an aircraft is a federal offense. Prison terms
from recent cases have been as long as five years with fines of up to $11,000.
Shining a laser light inside an aircraft puts the lives of the pilots, crew, citizens on the ground near the aircraft,
and boaters in distress at risk. You can do your part by reporting any suspicions or reports of incidents to the
Federal Aviation Administration. By spreading the word about these dangers you can keep our aircrews safe
and ready to fly.
Article from COAST GUARD COMPASS, Official Blog of the U. S. Coast Guard
Kyle George, FSO‐MS

PROGRAM VISITOR – MARLENE KOEHL
Although partner events have slowed down this summer, the Recreational Boating
Safety – Program Visitations (RBS‐PV) members are still active. As of 12 August, our
program visitors have reported 365 partner visits. This is a dramatic increase from
2011 when we reported 97 visits in the same time period. Sixty‐eight were done in
July and August. Our Program Visitors (PVs) are making a significant contribution to
the Auxiliary’s mission of promoting boating safety by keeping in touch with local
marinas, distributing safety literature to public locations and coordinating with the
FSO‐VE in promoting vessel safety checks. I encourage our new members to consider
becoming a certified Program Visitor so that we can expand our coverage area. Not only does it help the
Auxiliary, it is a great way to meet people interested in water sports. For more information, please contact me
at mekoehl@gmail.com.
Marlene Koehl, FSO‐IS

FLOTILLA STAFF OFFICERS REPORTS ‐ LOGISTICS
COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES – PAUL BURNS
A Little Known Fact About Email
Quite often when you are visiting a website, you will stumble across a link to send an
email to the website or somebody from that website. When you click on the link, a
handy email form pops up on your computer. (This happens when you look up
another Auxiliary member's address in the Auxiliary National Directory.) You should
be aware that for many people, this handy email form DOES NOT WORK and your
email message will disappear and be sent nowhere. Furthermore, you will not get an
error message saying that it didn't work. It will always look like the email was sent.
Continued on page 7...
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Communications Services continued...
If you use Microsoft Outlook, Outlook Express, Thunderbird, or some other email program on your computer,
this form does work just fine as long as you recognize that the link opened the correct email program that you
normally use.
If you go on the Internet first and do your emailing from an Internet based website, like Hotmail, Yahoo Mail,
or Gmail, your computer is not likely to be configured to use those websites to send email. ("Mail Server"
settings have to be programmed in advance for your individual computer.) Your email form will end up at the
North Pole and I hear that the real Santa Clause does not use email.
The same thing happens from Microsoft Word when you use the "Send To Email Recipient" menu option.
Unless you have previously set up an email program on your computer to and in MS Word, your email just
disappears. Another word for "Email Program" that is commonly used in the computer business is "Email
Client". An Email Client is computer based, not Internet based.
If you want to send your email from a website, and if you're not sure if the form will work, simply copy the
email address that is on the form that popped up, then paste that address into your normal Internet based
email site or computer based email client.

August is Always Our Favorite Weather Month (At least when it comes to news about the weather).
Mid August through mid September is always the most active part of the Hurricane Season. I always like to
remind you each year, that your flotilla website has a number of useful weather links that can keep you up to
date on severe weather. The "Jacksonville Weather" webpage link is now listed in the front page left menu on
our website, SafeBoatingJax.com: http://www.safeboatingjax.com/pages/14‐8WeatherP.htm
Paul Burns, FSO‐CS

HUMAN RESOURCES – REBECCA HABERMAS
Human Resources has been pretty busy this year, and it doesn’t look like we’re going
to slow down anytime soon. We have a couple more new recruits to report on this
month. They both attended our August flotilla meeting. They are both very
enthusiastic and are working hard at getting applications in.
Raul Machin works at NAS Jax as the Naval Hospital’s
Information Assurance Manager. He’s skilled in the area of
Cyber Security; he’s also a retired Navy Corpsman who
served around the world. Raul is originally from Puerto
Rico; his hobbies include riding his new Harley during his time off. His interest in
the Auxiliary is Boat Crew and eventually becoming an FSO, and to help our
community while continuing to serve the country.
Stephanie Kennedy works for S.A.F.E. Management as a Ticket Taker and Usher at
Jaguar football games. She’s new to the Jacksonville area, very good with
computers and in dealing with the public, also an avid bike rider. She has worked as
a volunteer for several political campaigns while in Illinois, and has previous military
experience. Stephanie says she’s willing to help wherever she’s needed, is anxious
to start her training, and become a productive member of Flotilla 14‐8.
I’d also like to thank everyone who volunteered to become a mentor. Your effort
toward making sure our new members transition as easily as possible into the
Auxiliary is greatly appreciated. We will be asking for more mentors as our ranks increase and also to help
relieve the burden of some of our more active members.
Becky Habermas, FSO‐HR
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INFORMATION SYSTEMS – MARLENE KOEHL
In recent weeks, a new version of AuxOfficer (AuxDirectory) was rolled out that
includes an updated online 7028 Form, now referred to as the 7028 Webform, that
allows a member to easily notify the FSO‐IS of changes to his or her member
information, including the recently revised "Skills Bank" information (formerly "Patriot
Readiness" codes).
The Skills Bank is a new application from the Auxiliary IT Group that enables both the
Auxiliary and active duty to locate members with specific skills and qualifications in
times of urgent need. To make this application actually useful, the Auxiliary has
abandoned an inadequate set of skills definitions, and adopted the Bureau of Labor Statistics standard
occupational codes. All old "skills" information for all of our members – i.e., the old "codes" – was purged
from AuxData.
The Auxiliary has kicked off a national data gathering campaign, the goal of which is to get every member to
update his or her contact and especially skills bank information. District 9 is being used as the "trial" district,
with 5SR and 13 to follow. This should be considered a live BETA TEST of all of the components of the system –
the 7028 Webform, program documentation, internal processes, etc. – that will be used to refine things as we
go forward. However, the new 7028 Webform is open to use by all members now and I encourage each
member to verify and update their contact information and complete the “Skills Bank Detail” section of the
form.
When using the online form, please be sure to make all changes, and then hit the SUBMIT button only one
time. This generates one email with all changes to the FSO‐IS. If a member hits SUBMIT with every change,
the FSO‐IS will receive multiple emails to input into AuxData.
The 7028 Webform may be accessed within AuxOfficer (eDirectory in the Member Section of the flotilla’s
website), by visiting your own record. You will need your Auxiliary Employee ID number and Member Zone
Password. Enter your member number in the appropriate box and select “Search”, then click on your name.
The Member Detail page will open and you can verify and update your information. For detailed information,
click on the Quick Start Guide at the lower, left of the page.
You may also access and use the stand alone form at: http://webforms.cgaux.org/forms/7028
If you have questions about this or any other form, please contact me at mekoehl@gmail.com.
Marlene Koehl, FSO‐IS

MATERIALS – BOB FLAIGE
Planning for the end of year Flotilla Commander’s report, I am requesting members to
inventory all USCG Auxiliary issued items in their possession. Next month, I will be
providing (by mail or at meeting) each member a copy of their Personal Clothing and
Equipment Record, AF 538, signed when accepting equipment. For those members
that I do not have a form on file, I will provide a blank copy for them to confirm that
they have nothing or to report that they may have received USCG Aux issue through
other channels.
Bob Flaige, FSO‐MA

PUBLIC AFFAIRS – KEVIN KOEHL
August means back to school, Labor Day Weekend, and the beginning of the slowdown
in local boating activities. As a local boater myself, I will welcome the cooler, less
stormy weather the fall brings. There were no public affairs activities this month.
Thanks to Ralph Little for contributing an article in the Mandarin Newsline (see page
15). The US Coast Guard Auxiliary, Jacksonville, Florida Facebook page has reached a
milestone of 50 “likes”. Please visit the page and feel free to contribute photos and
information about your activities in the Auxiliary.
Kevin Koehl, FSO‐PA
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July 29 at Whitey’s Fish Camp
This event was a combined
fellowship of Flotillas 14‐5 & 14‐8
at Whitey's Fish Camp, Fleming
Island. We had an outstanding
turn out of approximately 25
Auxiliary members and their
families, along with two deputies
from the Clay County Sheriff’s
office. We had a great meal and
enjoyable time together, and we
are looking forward to more
fellowship in the future.
We
missed those who were unable to
attend due to other obligations.

Left: Carol Vonderheide; Marsha Flaige; Helen and John Russette from 14‐5
Right: Cris Vonderheide and Bob Flaige (hidden) from 14‐8

Left to Right: Deputy Kurk Kinder and Deputy Chris Castelli
Both are from the Clay County Sheriff’s office
Submitted by Willem Loupatty, FC 14‐5
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AUGUST 7 FLOTILLA MEETING

Four new members; George Law, Whatley Law, David Fay and Tom Edwards were sworn in as
members of Flotilla 14‐8 by Kevin Koehl, VFC and Whit Vick, FC at the August 7 flotilla meeting.

John Hadley, FSO‐MT (right) received a Sustained Auxiliary Service Award
with congratulations from Whit Vick, FC
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MEMBER TRAINING AT AUGUST 7 FLOTILLA MEETING
Meeting photos by C. Strong

Kevin Koehl talks about
Boat Crew Qualification

With contributions from Kevin,
Whit, and John Hadley (not
pictured), we were treated to an
evening of Member Training on
August 7th for all hands. This
specifically dealt with the training
track(s) for Boat Crew, Coxswain,
and
Radio
Watchstander
qualifications. John says “more
will be coming”.

Whit Vick discusses manuals needed for Coxswain Training

Members of Flotilla 14‐8 and their families enjoyed an
evening of fun and fellowship at the Red Elephant Pizza &
Grill on Thursday, August 16. We had a great meal and lots
of good conversation. This was the first of our “3rd
Thursday” events, and we are looking forward to our next
night out. Attendees that night were; Whit Vick, Becky and
Ron Habermas, Ralph Little, Stephanie Kennedy and her boyfriend Johnny, John and Beverly Hadley, Tom
Edwards, Whatley Law, Bob and Carolyn Strong, Charles White and his delightful young son Aidan. Paul Burns
stopped by to say “hello” but didn’t stay for dinner due to a family commitment. We missed those who were
unable to attend due to other obligations and hope you can join us on September 20 at Shannon’s Irish Pub.
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Please join us for our next Night Out at SHANNON’S IRISH PUB in Fruit Cove on
Thursday September 20th. Remember to mark your calendar!
Location: 111 Bartram Oaks Walk (shopping center)
(Corner of San Jose Blvd and Racetrack Rd)
about 1/2 mile over the Julington Creek Bridge
on the left.
Gather at 6:30 PM, dinner at 7:00
It has been decided that our flotilla will have fellowship dinners on the
3 Thursday of each month, whenever possible. A location for October will be determined at the
September flotilla meeting.
rd

John Russette, Flotilla 14‐5’s plank‐holding Flotilla Commander, has held a number of offices
supporting Auxiliary Recreational Boating Safety programs. John first joined and became an active
member of Jacksonville Flotilla 14‐8 in 2005. He then led the formation of Flotilla 14‐5 in Green Cove
Springs, becoming their first Flotilla Commander. Earlier this year he was awarded the Recreational
Boating Safety Device (RBS) as the result of efforts in teaching boating safety, delivering public affairs
presentations, performing vessel examinations, and program visitations with flotilla community
partners.

RBS Device
More recently, John satisfied all requirements to attain Operational Auxiliarist (AUX‐OP or AX2)
status. The AUX‐OP Program involves advanced training, increasing an Auxiliarist’s practical
relevance to Coast Guard missions and assisting the Coast Guard in fulfilling needed skill sets.
Congratulations John!

AUX‐OP Device
For more information on the AUX‐OP Program, visit:
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T‐DEPT&category=auxop‐courses.
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D‐TRAIN 2012
District Seven Training Meeting
Sept. 19‐23, 2012
Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront Hotel
333 1st St S, Saint Petersburg, Florida, 33701‐4342,
Phone: 1‐727‐894‐5000

Come for the Learning! Come for the Fun!
Shipmates,
With slightly less than a month until the September 21‐23 District Training Meeting (DTRAIN) in St.
Petersburg, the schedule of training courses and workshops is complete. Our Member Training
department has done a truly remarkable job of arranging nearly two dozen exceptional learning
opportunities, the best instructors in their field, and courses and workshops focused on district
priorities while offering information of value for every member.
This year there will be two AUXOP credit courses, (Auxiliary Weather and the Flotilla Leadership
Course). There are also two Personnel Qualification Standards (PQS) courses, upon completion of
which the student will be qualified as a Telecommunications Operator (radio watch stander) or Aids
to Navigation Verifier. The DIRAUX staff will have written proctored testing for most of the AUXOP
courses as well as the open book examinations. And for flotilla officers there is a day and a half of
training in several exemplary leadership practices. That is just a sample of DTRAIN 2012’s great line‐
up of learning opportunities.
A copy of the complete program for the 2012 District Training Meeting follows. I hope you will look
through the schedule, locate the courses and workshops that benefit you in your Auxiliary service,
and plan to join your friends and shipmates in St. Petersburg for great learning and fellowship.
I hope to see many of you there.
AGENDA 2012

V/r,
John Tyson
DCOS‐7
SAN ANTONIO ‐ The Coast Guard Auxiliary 2012 National Conference
(NACON) took place August 22‐26 at the Hyatt Regency Riverwalk
hotel. Coast Guard Auxiliary members from throughout the nation
converged for national elections, training workshops, business
meetings, and social functions.
New National Officers have been elected and announced in news
releases dated Friday August 24, 2012.
See page 14...
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US Coast Guard Auxiliary elects new National Commodore
SAN ANTONIO – Coast Guard Auxiliary senior leaders today elected Commodore Thomas C. Mallison
of Bear Lake, Mich. as the organization’s national commodore for a two‐year term beginning
November 1, 2012. The election was held at the Coast Guard Auxiliary National Conference (NACON)
underway at the Hyatt Regency Riverwalk hotel.
Mallison will succeed current National Commodore James E. Vass, Jr. who is completing his two‐year
term of office. Mallison has served as vice national commodore under Vass since November 2010.
“The expanding number of operational, administrative and logistical missions that the Coast Guard
Auxiliary is able to perform gives us ever‐increasing opportunities for service,” said Mallison. “Every
member should be able to attain personal satisfaction within that array of missions.”
Mallison has identified “training, communication, and members” as the watchwords that will help
guide the Auxiliary’s focus during his tenure as national commodore.
Prior to 2010, Mallison served as deputy national commodore ‐ operations policy and Atlantic area
west, 2009‐2010, district commodore, Eighth District eastern region, 2007‐08, district vice
commodore, 2005‐06, and district rear commodore west, 2003‐04. He served as department chief of
the Coast Guard Auxiliary National Department of Personnel from 2000‐02.
Mallison is a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy with a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics and
Science. He graduated with honors from the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College and
earned a Doctorate of Business Administration.
Mallison joined the Coast Guard Auxiliary in 1990 and has served in a wide variety of elected and staff
offices at all levels of the organization. His Auxiliary certifications include coxswain, private aids to
navigation verifier, recreational boating safety program visitor, vessel examiner, instructor, and
qualification examiner. Mallison also holds the advanced “Operational Auxiliarist” designation.
Retired from Systran Corporation in Dayton, Ohio where he served as vice president and director of
administration, Mallison served on the boards of directors of three manufacturing companies and a
nonprofit corporation in the medical sector during his business
career.
Prior to Systran, Mallison retired with twenty‐years of service in the
U.S. Army where he served as both a commissioned officer and a
non‐commissioned officer. His overseas tours included Germany,
Korea and Vietnam.
Mallison is married to the former Wanda Rodieck from Nevada,
Mo.
Commodore Thomas C. Mallison, National Commodore (elect) of
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
U.S. Coast Guard photo
Date: Aug 24, 2012
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Public Affairs
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Mandarin Newsline – September Edition
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Update

Accidents Happen
By Contributing Writer Ralph Little, Flotilla 14‐8

Being the messenger of bad boating history hopefully provides a reminder to respect the water
and weather and be safety conscious. While Florida boating fatalities run around 70 per year, the
rest of the story is non‐fatal accidents, injuries, damages and citations.
The good news is that no northeast Florida county is in the top ten for fatalities or accidents,
however Duval was 11th in accident rate. Since there are over 922,000 registered boats in the state
and over 62,000 in just the four northeast counties, any statistics should be viewed in the context of
the traffic. That said, statewide reportable accidents totaled 742 for 2011 and involved 1,018 boats,
causing over $27,000,000 in property damage. 431 people were injured in those accidents and 1,717
were present but not injured. And remember, there are many lesser and unrecorded accidents.
Citations are another consequence. The highest number of citations was 5,362 for Boating in
restricted areas, followed by 5,160 for Safety Equipment & Registration and 1,111 for Negligent
Operation. Skiing and Diving attracted 580 citations and 558 were issued for lack of Boating ID cards.
Only 308 were actually caught and cited for Alcohol/drugs.
Area totals for Duval, Clay, St. Johns and Nassau for 2011 were 49 accidents, 6 fatalities, 28 injuries
and $1,400,000 in property damage. Over one‐half the monetary figure came from St. Johns County.
July, May and April were the big months for accidents overall and 2‐6pm are clearly the most likely
times. Collisions with another boat or fixed object were the most common accidents.
Every operator needs to know the requirements for reporting an accident. A reportable boating
accident is one that results in personal injury requiring medical treatment beyond first aid, death,
disappearance of any person from on board under circumstances which indicate the possibility of
death or injury, or damage to any vessel or other property in an apparent aggregate amount of at
least $2000 or total loss of a vessel.
Boaters must stop, give assistance, search for anyone missing and report fatalities or missing
persons by the quickest means possible to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission at 1‐888‐404‐
3922, or county sheriff or police in the area of the accident. There is a criminal charge for failing to
file within 10 days for property accidents or 48 hours for the injury, missing or death circumstances.
See U.S. Coast Guard www.uscgboating.org for the accident form which each operator must submit
unless a report is prepared at the scene by a law enforcement officer. Be sure to note the date, time,
specific location, boat number and operator and witness identities.
See
http://myfwc.com/boating/boating‐regulations/#nogo for Florida laws.
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RBS Outreach Department News
Seven Tips for Swimming Boaters
Posted on 25 July 2012 by Bruce White DVC‐BL

There have been many tragic drownings this summer, and the BoatU.S. Foundation
for Boating Safety has these seven DO NOT tips for boaters who want to swim:

DO NOT . . .
. . . permit anyone in the water until the engine is turned off and the key is out of the
ignition.
. . . permit swimming until there is at least one life jacket or throwable flotation aid
(tied to the boat) in the water, and every child is wearing a life jacket.
. . . swim at marinas. Electric current leaking from poorly maintained boat electrical
and shore power systems can stun you and cause you to drown.
. . . dive in water headfirst unless you know exactly how deep the water is. Ease
yourself down a boarding ladder to confirm the water depth.
. . . swim alone.
. . . swim under a boat’s swim platform or near any boat with the engine running.
You could die from a propeller strike or from carbon monoxide poisoning.
. . . swim in a navigation channel where you could be struck by a vessel or in an area
with strong river or tidal currents, which can swiftly carry you away from the boat.
For more information on boating safety programs from the BoatU.S. Foundation,
such as the free Kid’s Life Jacket Loaner Program, go to their web site:
http://www.boatus.com/foundation/.
Source: BoatU.S. Foundation for Safety and Clean Water

_______________________________________________
RBS‐Alerts mailing list
RBS‐Alerts@bdept.cgaux.org
http://bdept.cgaux.org/mailman/listinfo/rbs‐alerts_bdept.cgaux.org
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Hypothermia in the summertime? You're kidding me!
WASHINGTON – Hypothermia is not just a winter danger...it's a summertime danger, too. With air
temperatures climbing well into the 80s and 90s in many parts of the country, hardly anyone gives a
thought to hypothermia while cruising down a river, spending hours fishing on their favorite lake, or
heading out on a day‐trip to the deeper waters of the Atlantic.
But the fact is water temperatures could be well below the air temperature and an unexpected
dunking as a result of a boating accident could have disastrous results…particularly if you are alone.
For example, if you are boating in Miami’s Biscayne Bay in mid‐July, the water temperature will be in
the mid‐to‐high 80s…and you can spend many hours immersed before the symptoms of hypothermia
set in – plenty of time for a rescue.
But if you are boating on an inland lake or river, or off the coast of Long Island or New England, it’s an
entirely different story. In water temperatures from 70‐80 degrees, exhaustion or unconsciousness
can set in within 3‐12 hours; 60‐70 degrees, 2‐7 hours, and in water from 50‐60 degrees, you could be
unconscious in 1‐2 hours.
Once your core body temperature drops from normal 98.6 degrees to 95 degrees, your extremities
are numbed to the point of uselessness – trying to fasten the straps of a life jacket or cling to an
overturned boat becomes nearly impossible. Panic and shock set in, and total disorientation can
occur. Cold water robs the body of heat considerably faster than cold air.
To guard against the potential for succumbing to hypothermia as a result of a summertime boating
accident, the Coast Guard Auxiliary suggests:
1. Know the weather conditions before you set out…don’t leave your port or dock if the weather
may turn rough.
2. File a float plan to tell your friends and family where you are going and when you plan to return.
3. Always wear a life jacket while boating.
4. If you wind up in the water, try not to panic as it can increase heat loss from your body and
shorten your survival time…remain in a curled up, heat‐retaining position.
5. Stick with your capsized boat and try to get as much of your body out of the water as possible.
6. Avoid consuming alcoholic beverages while boating…they allow heat to escape from the body
more quickly because alcohol dilates blood vessels.
Date: Aug 1, 2012
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Public Affairs
Contact: Bill Swank
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FLOTILLA 14‐8 MEETING
Tuesday 4 September 2012
Fellowship & Refreshments 7 PM
Regular Meeting to include Member Training
Florida Tackle and Gun Club
*** *** ***

SHANNON’S IRISH PUB – FRUIT COVE
Located at 111 Bartram Oaks Walk shopping center
(Corner of San Jose Blvd and Racetrack Rd)

Thursday 20 September – gather at 6:30, dinner at 7:00 PM
Get your reservation in early.
Just send an email to cgstrong@comcast.net
*** *** *** *** ***
UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
SEP

OCT

04
07
15
19‐23
20
20
02

Flotilla Meeting – 1900 ‐ Florida Tackle & Gun Club
July 7029 Reports due to FSO‐IS
ABS Class – 0730 to 1700 – Location TBD
D‐TRAIN 2012 – St. Petersburg, FL
Eight Bells Deadline: Reports due to VFC & FSO‐PB
Flotilla Fellowship – Shannon’s Irish Pub – Fruit Cove
Flotilla Meeting – 1900 ‐ Florida Tackle & Gun Club

8 IS GREAT !
Visit our award winning website at www.SafeBoatingJax.com
EIGHT BELLS is published at no expense to the government. Cost of its publication is borne by
the dues paying members of Flotilla 14‐8 of the 7th District U.S. Coast Guard.
PRIVACY ACT: The Privacy Act of 1974 protects names, addresses, telephone/fax numbers and e‐
mail addresses of Flotilla 14‐8 members which may appear in this or other USCGAUX
publications. As a matter of policy, information described above is not made available to the
general public or outside groups without that member’s expressed and/or written consent.
When such information appears, its privacy shall be safeguarded and the information will be
clearly labeled. Publication of this information by the general public and/or outside groups is
prohibited by the Privacy Act.
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