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IT'S SAFE BOATING MONTH and we all should prepare for 
increased activity on the water, at the boat ramps, marine 
stores, and in our classrooms. Also, be sure to bring your 
cameras so we have plenty of material to document our 
efforts.  

Don't miss our May 7th flotilla meeting. In addition to 
finalizing our Safe Boating Week plans, John Hadley 
arranged a guest speaker from the Clay County Sheriff's 
Office speaking on Derelict and Abandoned Vessels, a growing 
problem on our local waterways. 

PLAY BALL! We have a fun night planned on Thursday, May 23rd at a 
Jacksonville Suns baseball game in the downtown sports complex beginning at 5:45pm. To 
obtain the party deck and all you can eat food and drinks, we must have a minimum of 40 
participants from the six area flotillas and the active Coast Guard.  So if you plan to attend 
please email me as soon as you can if you haven't already. PBurns@SafeBoatingJax.com. I 
need to send a list of names by May 10th. I will collect payment for tickets at our May 7th 
meeting and I will submit all ticket payments by May 15th.  

Plans include: Honor Guard presenting the colors at the beginning of the game and a PA 
booth, hosted by Flotilla 14-2. Your $16.95 ticket includes a reserved seat and an All-You-
Can-Eat buffet. It will be great fun at a reasonable price and a chance to meet members from 
other flotillas. 

BAHAMAS RESCUE EXERCISE Our own Paul Tynda participated in Operation Black 
Swan, in Freeport, Grand Bahamas, along with members of the U.S. Coast Guard, cruise line 
industry, emergency response teams and key Bahamas government officials April 2 – 4, 2013.

A recent U.S. Coast Guard press release stated "The three-day exercise, was designed to 
better understand each agencies’ capabilities and concerns during a maritime mass rescue 
event, involved testing emergency procedures, search and rescue coordination, abandon 
ship process and accountability of passengers and crew, and landing site management and 
Continued on next page...

Flotilla Commander

Paul Burns, FC

Flotilla Commander

mailto:PBurns@SafeBoatingJax.com?subject=Jacksonville%20Suns%20Baseball%20Game
mailto:PBurns@SafeBoatingJax.com?subject=Jacksonville%20Suns%20Baseball%20Game
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...continued

medical surge procedures." I'm sure Paul has a grand story to tell at our next meeting 
about his experience. 

DUES Our April flotilla meeting included a vote to raise our dues from $25 per year to 
$40 per year. This increase goes into effect in the 2014 financial year. (Payment due in June 
of this year.)

As we have discussed this issue over the past few months, questions have come up from 
members including: “how do we spend our dues?,” “how have we gotten by so many years 
without raising our dues?,” “Can't we do other fund raising efforts to ease the financial load 
on the individual members?”

First, our biggest expense each year is our financial obligation to the division, district, and 
national budgets. Combined, this comes to approximately $24 per member per year. As you 
can see, at the former rate, this does not leave much left in our own operating budget. The 
money left over for our own flotilla is spent on printing, copies and ink, flowers for funerals, 
contributions and flags for our meeting facility, awards and plaques, our website, occasional 
equipment purchases like our awards cabinet. Finally our yearly Change of Watch ceremony 
incurs expenses that we would prefer not to be borne by attending members and guests. 

Our dues have remained at the same rate for as long as any active member in our flotilla 
can remember. That goes back over 30 years. In the past several years, contributions from 
individual members’ employer support and a corporate grant or two in the past few years 
has kept our treasury at a non-decreasing level. We of course passed those savings on to our 
members by not having to increase our dues, even though the division, district, and national 
bills were increasing. These past contributions equaled over $20 per member per year above 
what each member paid, and that is how our flotilla has been operating. Currently, we do not 
have those donated funds coming in and our financial committee recommended that we 
take steps to avoid  a rapidly decreasing treasury. 

Continued on next page...

Flotilla Commander

Paul Burns, FC

Flotilla Commander
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...continued

Finally, to the question of fund raising. We encourage members to seek corporate 
donations in forms of money, equipment, and training facilities. Many employers make 
donations to support the organizations for which their employees volunteer. Grants are 
awarded by corporations for public service organizations. I encourage all member to keep an 
eye out for corporate or private money looking for a worthy cause. However, these funding 
opportunities come and go and cannot be relied on for sustained support. Our job as 
volunteers is to promote boating safety, educate the public, and ultimately save lives. That is 
how our volunteer hours should be spent. 

OUR QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE REPORT The first quarter performance numbers just 
came out. When compared to the same quarter last year, we have increases in almost every 
category. However, the thing that stands out the most is there are no Member Training hours 
for the first quarter. This reflects instructor led training and not, individuals training efforts 
which are reported on our 7029 form when you are in class or doing online training and 
testing. This time is recorded on your online 7029 form under the "99E" column.

Flotilla Commander

Paul Burns, FC

Flotilla Commander
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Are you having fun? We are seeing a lot of it on the horizon. 
The summer season is here, our fellow Floridians and tourists 
are on the water and they need us! 

Please consider working a little Auxiliary time into your 
schedule. Teaching, making Vessel Safety Checks, reading 
and studying; anything you can do is reportable and 
recordable. Since you joined us, make the commitment 
today and make your days count for something. This is a 
choice and everything you do is not wasted. Someplace, 
someday, someone will be glad you took the time to do it.

Read this issue of Eight Bells and I’m sure you will agree, there is something in here, 
advising, informing, and perhaps even getting you more determined to see what we have 
going on.

Eight IS Great and getting better!

Let’s Do It!

John Hadley/ Flotilla Vice Commander

Flotilla Vice Commander

John Hadley, VFC

Flotilla Vice Commander
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The really great news this month is that Tom Edwards' boat, 
Tomcat, is approved as a facility. This greatly enhances our 
flotilla's operations training and support missions. Jesse 
Stevens went to bat for our flotilla to help get this done and 
we are grateful for all the work he did for our flotilla.

A number of training and QE missions are coming up 
this spring, and our crew and coxswains are helping on 
these missions. Two of our members should be able to obtain 
their crew qualifications this spring.

On April 18, a night training mission was planned on Don 
Mooers' facility. Although the patrol was curtailed due to engine malfunction, Don and Jesse 
Stevens used the occasion to conduct an intense teaching session for crew trainees hoping 
to qualify this spring, including star pupils Tom Edwards and Whatley Law. 

To any others thinking about joining our operations team, now is a good time with the 
addition of Tom's boat.

Whit Vick, FSO-OP

Response

Operations
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Member Training Still Chugging Along

Sometimes, I confess it’s hard to generate excitement 
about Member Training. Processes allow each of us to be a 
part of Order Issuing activities, can take a long time to 
complete. I guess you can see this might be where this report 
is headed. 

Auxiliary Learning Management System (AUXLM) means we have to pay attention. We 
have a new flotilla facility, thanks to Tom Edwards. Before long, we all will clamor for rides on 
it, to be Crew, Coxswain, or Aid To Navigation Verifier. We need to keep ourselves current in 
any of our specialty skills in order to participate in these activities. Once again, the access to 
this site is:  https://auxlearning.uscg.mil.

Currently, we have two members engaged in AUXLMs, two members completing Boat 
Crew qualification, two completing time for Coxswain qualifications, and one member 
registered for Officer Of the Deck (INPORT) on USCGC Kingfisher training ported at Station 
Mayport. This is an exciting development. Anyone can see sequestration of funds imposed 
on us by the federal government has only stimulated creative and legal efforts to keep the 
U.S. Coast Guard supported in its missions.

Our job is support. My job is support. I intend to keep training and certification-to-
remain-qualified opportunities in front of you, so you can help. 

Member Training

John Hadley, FSO-MT

Prevention

https://auxlearning.uscg.mil
https://auxlearning.uscg.mil
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The Freedom Boat Club of Jacksonville and St Augustine 

Joins the "BoatUS Life Jacket Loaner Program"

“Every parent wants to make sure his or her child is as 
safe as possible, and that goes double for parents who take 
their kids on the water. The BoatUS Foundation for Boating 
Safety & Clean Water makes it easier for boating families to 
stay safe with its national life jacket loaner program. Around 
the country, over 500 marinas, fuel docks, BoatUS Towing 
Operators, Army Corp recreation sites and other waterfront 
businesses lend out kids’ life jackets for the day or weekend to families who have a 
temporary need for one.”

This year the BoatUS Foundation is reaching out through social media to raise awareness 
and interest in the program. They will be posting the names of applicants on their Facebook 
page and asking their friends to Like their favorite marina to determine which marinas will 
participate in the program.

This month, the Freedom Boat Club was selected as one of BoatUS 
Life Jacket Distribution Points. The Freedom Boat Club provides its  

members with a fleet of boats that come with less stress and a 
lower price tag than owning a single boat. The club staff clean, 
maintain, store, and do all the prep work for the members’  
enjoyment. There are no hassles like dock fees, insurance or 
trailers. Instead, Freedom Boat Club members spend their time 

having fun on the water. The Freedom Boat Club has two area 
locations in Jacksonville at Julington Creek and in St Augustine.

Continued on next page... 

Program Visitation

David Fay, FSO-PV

Prevention
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...continued

We are excited about their decision to participate and look forward to working with them 
in this effort and spreading the word on boating safely.

A reminder from the foundation site; “The U.S. Coast Guard requires all children under 13 
on boats underway must wear a properly fitted U.S. Coast Guard approved life jacket while 
on Federal waters. This rule does not change or supersede the existing law in states which 
have life jackets laws and only applies to states that have no laws.”

BoatUS Foundation accepts about 40 new sites into the Life Jacket Loaner Program 
during each application cycle. The group or waterfront location accepted into the program 
will receive 12 life jackets, as well as signs, brochures, and a sign-out binder. The life jackets 
should be displayed in a prominent location—like near a boating ramp, in a marina office, or 
near a fuel dock. This past month, David Fay and Flotilla 14-8 Program Visitor Team 
contacted local marinas and waterfront businesses and clubs spreading the word about the 
BoatUS program.

David Fay, FSO-PV

Program Visitation

Prevention

Our second ABS course on March 9 was a bit more personal 
between instructors and our six students; however they were 
a wonderful group who were very anxious to get on the 
water to trial their new knowledge. One father sent me an 
email proclaiming what a wonderful time he and his son 
had together the next day on the family's boat. See his 
letter and pictures on page 23. 

Our ABS course for a company on April 1st had 15 
students and our fourth ABS course on April 6th had 24 
students. Out of 29 registered, five were no-shows.  

The Florida Tackle and Gun Club has approved our use of their main room to teach seven 
more ABS courses this year. The new dates are May 11, June 15, July 13, August 17, 
September 21, October 19, and November 9, 2013. We need more instructors so if you are 
interested please contact me and I will work with you to become a qualified instructor.  

Public Education

Bob Strong, FSO-PE
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Looking at the National Commodore’s NACO 3 Star 
Award, I noticed some things in the objectives of the award 
our Flotilla is already practicing. We have monthly 
fellowship events, a mentorship program for new members, 
meetings in a handicap accessible location, communicate at 
least twice with the membership on a regular monthly basis 
and have our own informal awards given out annually. With this 
we are almost halfway to meeting the criteria for the National 
Commodore’s NACO 3 Star Award. This is wonderful for us to be so far ahead in a new 
program!

I will keep everyone updated on our progress for the National Commodore’s NACO 3 
Star Award and in the Diversity program as a whole. I know our Flotilla is open, warm, and 
inviting. The members are some of the best for whom we, the Auxiliary, and the Coast Guard 
could ask.

I am open to suggestions, available for any questions, comments, concerns, and 
complaints regarding the Diversity program. My email address is tyndap@gmail.com and I 
will make every effort to reply as soon as possible.

Paul Tynda, FSO-DV

Logistics

Diversity

The flotilla meeting on April 2, 2013 included the flotilla 
vote to raise the annual dues to $40.00 per year. This sum 
will allow us to meet any future financial obligations to the 
division, district and national and help replenish our 
general fund.

We begin collecting the new sum in June of this year for 
2014. Dues notices will be mailed to each member in May 
2013. We need all to submit their payment by June 30, 2013.

Finance

Bob Strong, FSO-FN

mailto:tyndap@gmail.com?subject=Diversity%20Program
mailto:tyndap@gmail.com?subject=Diversity%20Program
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I would like to thank those members of the flotilla who 
have reported their volunteer hours. The flotilla has made a 
slight improvement in the first quarter of 2013 compared to 
the first quarter of 2012 in reporting volunteer time. This 
year AUXINFO indicates that 1,518 hours were reported by 
14 members compared to 1,369 hours reported by 12 
members for the same period last year. However, with 48 
members listed on our roster, we currently have less than 1/3 of our 
membership submitting their hours. Please take a few minutes each month to record the 
time you spend supporting the Auxiliary.  If you need help with any of the forms, please 
contact me at mekoehl@gmail.com;  I will be very happy to support you in any way I can. 

The Auxiliary offers members a website with a wide variety of questions and answers. 
Access to the USCG Auxiliary National Help Desk + Knowledge Base is found at http://
help.cgaux.org/. The Help Desk addresses many aspects of the Auxiliary, not just IS issues.  
Select Knowledgebase and review the Q&A on a particular topic.  If you have not been able 
to get an answer from any other Auxiliary resource such as manuals, websites, chain of 
leadership and management, etc., you can submit a ticket to ask your question. Be sure to 
check out the Timely Notices file for recent updates.

Reminder, some of the Auxiliary websites have changed.  Please refer to the following 
links to access Auxiliary sites:

District 7 website http://www.uscga-district-7.org/index.html

The D7 Dashboard offers quarterly performance measurement information in six core 
missions, on-line magazines, and other district information (select Member  Resources.)

Aux Directory/Aux Officer https://auxofficer.cgaux.org/auxoff/index.php

Aux Directory/Aux Officer is available to update your contact information, Skills Bank, and 
access a list of Auxiliary members.

AuxInfo Report http://www.uscga-district-7.org/auxinfo/Division14.html

AuxInfo Report is used to track the flotilla activities, certifications, training, awards, 
member status, volunteer hours, etc and is updated each Monday.

Marlene Koehl, FSO-IS

Logistics

Information Systems

mailto:mekoehl@gmail.com?subject=Forms%20Help
mailto:mekoehl@gmail.com?subject=Forms%20Help
http://help.cgaux.org/
http://help.cgaux.org/
http://help.cgaux.org/
http://help.cgaux.org/
http://www.uscga-district-7.org/index.html
http://www.uscga-district-7.org/index.html
https://auxofficer.cgaux.org/auxoff/index.php
https://auxofficer.cgaux.org/auxoff/index.php
http://www.uscga-district-7.org/auxinfo/Division14.html
http://www.uscga-district-7.org/auxinfo/Division14.html
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Reporting your activities on your online form 7029 should be sent by the end of the 
month, however if you forgot to send the report to Marlene you can still get caught up.

Marlene Koehl, FSO-IS

Logistics

Information Systems
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Materials is Sharing and Supplying

Does everyone have all they need regarding the 
upcoming National Safe Boating Week function at 
Academy in Orange Park? While we are also on the topic, 
let’s talk about Marlene and Kevin’s function, Bob Strong, 
Paul Burns, and my Mandarin YMCA Children’s Day event 
coming up May 4th;  an open house is planned at another 
Marine Dealer on Beach Boulevard on a Saturday late-May. The 
list goes on and on.

The point here is, while the FC, the FSOs-PE, -VE, -PA, -DV, and -PB have all received 
materials they need administratively – we have a busy boating, visitation, and examination 
season ahead. I hope members with special and unique needs for public events take a 
moment to look at your stores of brochures, books, leaflets, and manuals then let me know 
how much you need; time is drawing short. Unless you are a busy Program Visitor, ask for the 
minimums.

Please give me your member number and your address so I can set it up so shipments 
arrive at your home, saving time working out rendezvous’ to transfer items. Delivery times 
are consistently within five business days. Randy Ernst Manager at Auxiliary National Supply 
Center and his crew are doing a masterful job of getting their materials to us. Starting with 
this issue of Eight Bells, please remember this is about the last three weeks prior to NSBW 
for our flotilla members to get event materials and I don’t want to miss the opportunity to 
get you supplied.

Materials

John Hadley, FSO-MA

Logistics
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Bob Strong assisted Flotilla 14-2 in working the display at 
the Southeast U.S. Boat Show held in Jacksonville on April 
12-14 at Metropolitan Park in Jacksonville.

Marlene Koehl and I plan to staff a display at a Safe Kids 
event at the Jacksonville Zoo on April 27th. We built a 
display to debut at this event which educates the public on 
how long common trash items take to decompose in the 
environment. The display will be available for future public 
education, partner events, and boat show events. Rusty Gardner is 
leading the plan for Safe Boating Week. The key event for this week is an event at Academy 
Sports in Orange Park.

Public Affairs

Kevin Koehl, FSO-PA

Logistics
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In the beginning...

On April 19, 1969 Jacksonville Flotilla 10-8 was chartered 
by a group of members of the Florida Tackle and Gun Club 
on Goodby’s Creek.

Walter ‘Andy’ Anderson was the first Flotilla Commander 
of this new flotilla.  Andy was the boating editor for the 
Times Union newspaper and the leader of this chartering 
group of members.  Andy's number two man was Howard ‘Buz’ 
Palmer, who retired in 2009 after 40 years of service.  At the time of 
his retirement, Buz was the only active charter member of this flotilla.

In October 1969 another member of the Florida Tackle and Gun Club joined the new 
Flotilla 10-8 and became a driving force for the Auxiliary.  His name was Charles “Larry” 
Billard. Larry retired from the Auxiliary in 1999, after 30 years of membership and passed 
away in December 2006. Larry followed Andy Anderson as Flotilla Commander of 10-8 in 
1970 and 1971.  

Membership growth during these formative years was very high. At the end of the first 
two years, the flotilla had grown from 10 members to 40. The membership stood at 61 a year 
later. Larry Billard received an Award from the National Commodore for his outstanding 
contribution to the growth of the Auxiliary.  

So how and when did we become Flotilla 14-8?

On January 1, 1972 Division 10 was split and all of the flotillas in Northeast Florida 
became part of the new Division 14. Orange Park Flotilla 10-5 became 14-5, the Beaches 
Flotilla 10-4 became 14-4 and we (Flotilla 10-8) became 14-8. Andy Anderson of 14-8 was 
elected Captain of the new Division 14 at the beginning of 1972 but moved away sometime 
that year and was succeeded as Division Captain by Townsend Hawkes of the Jacksonville 
Beach Flotilla.  Larry Billard of 14-8 was his Vice Captain. Billard was then elected Division 
Captain for the years 1973 and 1974. 

Continued on next page...

Carolyn Strong, Historian

Logistics

Historian
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...continued

Next month I will tell you more about our flotilla and its many accomplishments over the 
past 44 years.

Carolyn Strong, Historian

Logistics

Historian

ANDY Anderson LARRY Billard

BUZ Palmer
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MAY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4
Mandarin 
YMCA 
Children’s Day

5 6 7
Flotilla 14-8 
Regular 
Meeting

7:00 p.m.

8 9 10 11
ABS Class

7:30 a.m.

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
National Safe 
Boating Week

Academy 
Sports Center

19
National Safe 
Boating Week

20
National Safe 
Boating Week

Eight Bells 
Deadline: 
Reports due

21
National Safe 
Boating Week

22
National Safe 
Boating Week

23
National Safe 
Boating Week

Jacksonville 
Suns Baseball 
Game 6:05 
p.m.

24
National Safe 
Boating Week

25
National Safe 
Boating Week

TCO Class

7:30 a.m.

26 27
Memorial Day

28 29 30 31

continued on next page...

2013  |  CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Events & Fellowships
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JUNE

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3 4
Flotilla 14-8 
Regular 
Meeting

7:00 p.m.

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
ABS Class

7:30 a.m.

16 17 18 19 20
Flotilla 
Fellowship

Location: TBD

21 22

23/30
USCGAUX 71st 
Birthday (23rd)

14-8 Member 
Dues Due 
(30th)

24 25 26 27 28 29

continued on next page...

2013  |  CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Events & Fellowships
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FLOTILLA 14-8 REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, May 07
7:00 p.m.  |  Fellowship & Refreshments - Florida Tackle & Gun Club

7:30 p.m. - Meeting

MAY EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Saturday, May 4
Mandarin YMCA Children’s Day

Saturday, May 11
7:30 a.m.  |  Public Education - ABS Class  |  Florida Tackle & Gun Club 

Thursday, May 23
6:05 p.m. - First pitch is at 7:05 p.m.  |  Jacksonville Suns Baseball  |  Private Party Section for Division 14 
USCGAUX Members

Saturday, May 25
7:30 a.m.  |  Telecommunications Operator (TCO) Class  |  USCG STA Brunswick, Georgia

Monday, May 27
Memorial Day

JUNE EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Tuesday, June 04
7:00 p.m.  |  Fellowship & Refreshments - Florida Tackle & Gun Club

7:30 p.m. - Meeting

Saturday, June 15
7:30 a.m.  |  Public Education - ABS Class  |  Florida Tackle & Gun Club 

Thursday, June 20
6:00 p.m.  |  Flotilla Fellowship  |  Location: TBD

Sunday, June 23
USCGAUX 71st Birthday

Sunday, June 30
Flotilla 14-8 Membership Dues Due

2013  |  CALENDAR DETAILS

Events & Fellowships
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COREY Bridges
New ID

KEVIN & MARLEN Koehl
Oath of Office for the Public Affairs 
Office (FSO-PA) & Information 
Systems Office (FSO-IS)

MARION & ERIC Linda
New Members!

BRADY Ward
New ID and Auxiliary 
Membership Service Award for 
10 yearsCertificate

JOHN Hadley
VSC/RBS Performance Award

Congrats!

Photo by Rusty Gardner Photo by Rusty Gardner

Photo by Rusty GardnerPhoto by Rusty Gardner

Photo by Rusty Gardner



Page 23

Following is a letter and pictures I received from a father who attended our 

ABS course on 9 March 2013 with his 14 year old son Samuel.

"Bob,

I was just opening my e-mail to send you guys a note.  You've probably 
gotten many like it before but yesterday was huge for Samuel and me.  Today 
we went out on the boat (picture attached) and we ran on-the-water scenarios 
for the whole afternoon, with him behind the wheel.  He repeated your words 
many times, and even worried that we be careful not to rock fishing and sail 
boats in the distance.  For us it was a bonding course, not just a safety course.  
We even went out for a steak to celebrate last night!  You will be pleased to 
know that I also went online and bought a number of safety items that I had 
not thought of, including a first-aid kit and rocket flares.  I'm going to talk to 
my younger son, an expert swimmer, about the inflatable life vest.

Twenty bucks a head doesn't come near the value that this course is worth, 
and I know you do it for the love of it.

I hope you don't mind if I e-mail you if I have any additional boating questions 
in the future."

Vance Meyer (Father)

VANCE Meyer and 

SAMUEL Meyer
Boating Safely Course - Father & Son 
inspecting a new fire extinguisher 
they bought for their boat

VANCE Meyer and SAMUEL 

Meyer
Boating Safely Course - Father & Son 
together on their boat

VANCE Meyer and SAMUEL 

Meyer
Boating Safely Course - Father & Son 
discussing the operation of their GPS

Events

Photo by Bob Strong Photo by Bob Strong

Photo by Bob Strong
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DON Mooers, JESSE Stevens, TOM Edwards, 

and WHATLEY Law
Patrol on Don Mooers’ (14-4) boat, April 18, 2013

JESSE Stevens
Patrol on Don Mooers’ (14-4) boat, 
April 18, 2013

BRUCE Ennis
Member of Flotilla 14-8 since 1988, teaching 
our April Public Education class

WHATLEY Law
Patrol on Don Mooers’ (14-4) 
boat, April 18, 2013

Events

Photo by Paul Burns Photo by Whit Vick

Photo by Whit VickPhoto by Whit Vick

Photo by John Hadley
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FREE	 VESSEL	 SAFETY	 CHECKS

Mini Courses 
Rules of the Road  Basics
GPS Basics
Marine Radio Basics
Finding Great Destinations
Free Handouts
Inflatable Life Jacket 
Demonstration 

Free gift for every vessel checked

SAFE	 BOATING	 WEEK
May	 18th,	 2013
9:00am-3:00pm	 

At Academy 
Sports +Outdoors 

661 Blanding Blvd, Suite 700  
Orange Park, FL  32073

(904) 213-2080
http://www.academy.com 

Boats that pass the examination are awarded a distinctive VSC Decal 
that alerts the Coast Guard, Harbor Patrol, and other law-
enforcement agencies that your boat was found in full compliance 
with all Federal and State boating laws. Frequently, these agencies 
will not detain or board boats displaying a current-year decal, which 
are otherwise operating safely.

Contact Rusty Gardner for more details
904-866-6389

itsrusty@me.com

SafeBoatingJax.com 

http://www.academy.com
http://www.academy.com
mailto:itsrusty@me.com
mailto:itsrusty@me.com
http://SafeBoatingJax.com
http://SafeBoatingJax.com


Page 26

May Flotilla Fellowship Activity at 
Jacksonville Suns Baseball

Thursday, May 23, 2013
Starting at 6:05 p.m. and First Pitch is at 7:05 p.m.

Private Party Section for Division 14 USCGAUX Members

Cost: $16.95 Per Person

Includes a reserved seat and 75 minutes of All-You-Can-Eat hamburger, 
hotdog, popcorn and soft drinks. And It's Dollar Beer Night!

Jacksonville vs the Birmingham Barons 

Division 14 Honor 
Guard

Presenting the Colors at the 
Game & there will be a PA booth

RSVP As soon as 
possible or by May 

10th

PBurns@Safeboatingjax.com

mailto:PBurns@Safeboatingjax.com?subject=Jacksonville%20Suns%20Baseball%20RSVP
mailto:PBurns@Safeboatingjax.com?subject=Jacksonville%20Suns%20Baseball%20RSVP
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USCG Auxiliary Update

Derelicts Affect Your Boating
By Contributing Writer Ralph Little, Flotilla 14-8

Assuming you aren’t responsible for a derelict watercraft, you still 
have a need to recognize them and know where they are 
wherever you are boating. For starters, they aren’t lit and many 
lurk below the surface, waiting for the unwary boater to collide 
with or become fouled.  Besides being unsightly, some impede 
navigation and leak fuel, battery or marine toilet fluids into the 
environment.  They can snag fishing gear, damage propellers, 
and inflict injury. There are 34 derelicts recorded on the Florida 
Fish & Wildlife (FWS) website for Duval, Clay, St. Johns, Putnam, 

and Nassau Counties; ten are hazards to navigation and some are found in the Ortega 
River, Julington Creek and Black Creek. Those are just the recorded ones, others are out 
there.  

In our area, Clay County will soon spend $53,000 to remove five derelict vessels from 
Muddy Cove at Green Cove Springs. That will include a sizable 55’ Chris Craft. There is 
better use for tax dollars and time for the Sheriff’s Marine Unit than cleaning up such 
difficult items. The rest of that story is that identified owners can be charged with Felony 
Dumping of a vessel on the waters of the state, punishable by up to 5 years in prison and/ 
or a $5,000.00 fine. Also, restitution can be required to the state for the later cost of 
removal, fines, community service, probation or parole, lost registration privileges, and 
continued litigation for repayment in full.

This flotilla has produced a five minute video about issues presented by derelict boats, 
available on You Tube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyZrRZqc_kE and periodically 
on Comcast’s Channel 26. FWS also has a video http://myfwc.com/boating/waterway/
derelict-vessels/ with all the information you would need to become informed about those 
derelicts that have been located, as well as the meaning of a yellow At Risk tag, and how to 
dispose of a boat properly or report a hazardous vessel.   

If you want to take advantage of our live eight-hour safety instruction, reserve your 
space for May 11th at the Florida Tackle & Gun Club, 9010 San Jose Blvd. Check our 
website http://www.safeboatingjax.com for more information or call Bob Strong at 
904-721-1346.   

Mandarin Newsline

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyZrRZqc_kE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyZrRZqc_kE
http://myfwc.com/boating/waterway/derelict-vessels/
http://myfwc.com/boating/waterway/derelict-vessels/
http://myfwc.com/boating/waterway/derelict-vessels/
http://myfwc.com/boating/waterway/derelict-vessels/
http://www.safeboatingjax.com
http://www.safeboatingjax.com
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Nautical Nauledge

Adrift or Man Overboard?

The Benefits of Paddle Smart 

Identification Stickers

A problem occurs when a 
kayak or canoe is found adrift 
with no one onboard. In most 
cases, there is no way of 
determining whether or not an 
individual may be in distress. As 
a result the United States Coast 
Guard and other organizations 
spend hundreds of thousands 
of dollars each year engaged in 
search and rescue operations 

where there was no actual 
emergency. It is for this reason 
that Operation Paddle Smart 
was created. 

While traditional recreational 
or commercial vessels carry hull 
registration numbers and a 
vessel name that allow for the 
owner to be identified, kayaks 
and other forms of paddle craft 
lack a means of identification 
that allow the owner to be 
contacted.

In an effort to counter this 
problem, the Coast Guard, the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary and the 

U.S. Power Squadron have 
teamed up to launch Operation 
Paddle Smart, a campaign 
aimed to benefit the maritime 
community.

The goal of Operation 
Paddle Smart is to educate 
small craft owners on water 
safety and provide them with a 
waterproof sticker that could be 
beneficial to everyone involved, 
whether they’re kayaking or 
part of a search and rescue 
operation.

Continued on next page...
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...continued

Each sticker provides room for the small craft owner to list his or her name, phone number 
and cell phone number in case their craft is found drifting. This can greatly assist in the initial 
investigation of a possible search and rescue case.

“This program will benefit boaters and emergency 
responders through improvised vessel 
identification,” said Coast Guard Admiral Gary Blore, 
Thirteenth Coast Guard District Commander. “A 
tremendous effort and thousands of dollars are 
expended each year searching for lost boaters. Our 
goal is to educate paddle-sport enthusiasts on their 
responsibilities, how to stay safe and help 
emergency responders in the event of an actual 
rescue situation.”

The benefit comes from being able to identify a real emergency. If the Coast Guard isn’t 
using resources searching for someone who is not missing. It saves the Coast Guard a lot of 
time and money. We’re not putting the Coast Guard rescue crews at any risk and at the same 
time, it could ease a family’s anxiety to know there isn’t any emergency.”

The Coast Guard, Coast Guard Auxiliary and recreational boating specialists provide 
paddle smart safety messages and stickers at boating safety events, boating supply stores 
and partner agencies such as the United States Power Squadron.

Operation Paddle Smart could be the key to a safer and more enjoyable boating season. 
If paddle craft mariners use the stickers, mishaps such as searches for kayaks that are 
accidentally set adrift can be prevented.

Of course Vessel Examiners and Program Visitors should make this program a priority in 
their contact with the public and partners, making them aware of the stickers and finding 
ways to get the stickers in the hands of paddle craft owners. As well, all Auxiliarists can help 
by asking every paddle craft owner that they may run into "Do you have a sticker attached to 
your paddle craft that identifies you as the owner?" Then proceed to explain the need for the 
sticker. 

Nautical Nauledge
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Nautical Terms [May 2013]
Chrystal Wickline

Nautical terms for Eight Bells Newsletter 

16

26

38

33

1918

3029

21

31

28

23

27

40

20

10

7

9

32

24

2

6

35

15

13

34

3

14

36

1

39

17

37

12

118

4

5

22

25

Across
3 A discussion or conference, especially between enemies, 

over terms of a truce or other matters. 
5 Turbulence behind a vessel. Not to be confused with 

wash. 
6 Zig-zagging so as to sail directly towards the wind (and 

for some rigs also away from it). 
9 The person lawfully in command of a vessel. 
13 Large rope used for mooring or towing a vessel. 
14 To remove from a vessel. 
15 The distance across water which a wind or waves have 

traveled. 
18 A person unfamiliar with being on the sea. 
20 The tallest mast on a ship. 
21 A movable bridge used in boarding or leaving a ship at a 

pier; also known as a "brow". 
24 A rope that ties something off. 
25 A triangular staysail at the front of a ship. 
26 A bed or sleeping accommodation on a boat or ship. 
29 A vessel with two hulls. 
31 Certified for, and capable of, safely sailing at sea. 
33 To formally take (a naval vessel) out of active service, 

after which the vessel is said to be out of commission or 
decommissioned. Sometimes used less formally to mean 
taking a commercial ship out of service. 

34 A docking facility for small ships and yachts. 
35 Of a vessel which is floating freely (not aground or 

sunk). 
38 A unit of length corresponding approximately to one 

minute of arc of latitude along any meridian arc. By 
international agreement it is exactly 1,852 metres 
(approximately 6,076 feet). 

39 A technique for moving or turning a ship by using a 
relatively light anchor known as a ______. 

40 The side of a ship sheltered from the wind (cf. weather 
side). 

Down
1 A covered opening in a ship's deck through which cargo 

can be loaded or access made to a lower deck; the cover 
to the opening is called a hatch. 

2 A series of boat races, usually of sailboats or rowboats, but 
occasionally of powered boats. 

4 A rope (line) leading from gaff to either side of the deck, 
used to prevent the gaff from sagging. 

7 When a ship or boat lists too far and rolls over, exposing 
the keel. On large vessels, this often results in the sinking 
of the ship. 

8 An eating place aboard ship. 
10 Resting on or touching the ground or bottom (usually 

involuntarily). 
11 A unit of speed: 1 nautical mile (1.8520 km; 1.1508 mi) 

per hour. 
12 The central structural basis of the hull. 
15 A unit of length equal to 6 feet (1.8 m), roughly measured 

as the distance between a man's outstretched hands. 
Particularly used to measure depth. 

16 An idiom for the bottom of the sea. 
17 A recreational boat or ship. 
19 A type of light centerboard that is lifted vertically; often in 

pairs, with the leeward one lowered when beating. 
22 (1.)  The portion of the vessel behind the middle area of 

the vessel. (2.)  Towards the stern (of the vessel). 
23 The (illegal) practice of mixing cargo with garbage. 
27 A steam-propelled warship protected by iron or steel armor 

plates of the period from 1859 until the 1890s (when the 
term "ironclad" fell out of use). 

28 The spar that holds the upper edge of a four-sided 
fore-and-aft mounted sail. 

30 The second-in-command of a commercial ship. 
32 Canvas sheets, slung from the deckhead in messdecks, in 

which seamen slept. 
36 The compartment at the bottom of the hull of a ship or 

boat where water collects and must be pumped out of the 
vessel. 

37 A knot used to join two ropes or lines. 
38 "no"; the opposite of "aye". 

Crossword Corner

Look for the answers in next month’s newsletter
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T T A E Y A B E A C H I N G A

D

R

A

O

B

A

Y

O

H

A

V

A

S

T

F F S B I N N A C L E B N B

D A I H N A C G W U O C U N

N D B R O R H A H A H O F A

E A E A D R E A T O Y T L R

B E N D M A E S R B S I E A

E H S L E A D N I B O T E M

N K I O C B E N R U O A T A

I L G H O B C B U E R R T T

L U N O E A L U A O T C M A

W B M A K L U H D I R S I C

O L C A P T A I N D L G A J

B O E N I L T N U B Y E A A

N B R E A K W A T E R E R C

C O C K P I T Y O V N O C K

NAUTICAL MILE

ABAFT
ABEAM
ABOARD
ADRIFT
AGROUND
AHOY
ANCHOR
ASHORE

ASTERN
AVAST
AYE
BAILER
BEACHING
BEACON
BEND
BINNACLE

BOATS
BOOM
BOWLINE
BREAKWATER
BULKHEAD
BUNTLINE
BUOY
CAPTAIN

CATAMARAN
CATBOAT
COCKPIT
CONVOY
CRUISER
CUDDY
ENSIGN
FLEET

GHOST
HARBOR
HOLD
HULK
JACK
LEAD
YAW

Wonderword Puzzle

Last month’s wonderword puzzle answer key
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Name that Location

Can you guess where this is?

Eight Bells History
Monthly Voice of USCG AUXILIARY Flotilla 

14-8 - October 1978

Hand drawing from the original Eight Bells 
newsletter. 

Drawn by Wilson Robertson, FSO-PB 14-8. 
Does anyone remember this facility?

Cumberland Island
Photo by Rusty Gardner
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Eight is Great!

Eight Bells is published at no 
expense to the government. 
Cost of its publication is borne 
by the dues paying members of 
Flotilla 14-8 of the 7th District 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

PRIVACY ACT: The Privacy 
Act of 1974 protects names, 
addresses, telephone/fax 
numbers and email addresses 
of Flotilla 14-8 members which 
may appear in this or other 
USCGAUX publications. As a 
matter of policy, information 
described above is not made 
available to the general public 

or outside groups without that 
member’s expressed and/or 
written consent. When such 
information appears, its privacy 
shall be safeguarded and the 
information will be clearly 
labeled. Publication of this 
information by the general 
public and/or outside groups is 
prohibited by the Privacy Act.

Visit our award winning 
website at 
www.SafeBoatingJax.com

http://www.SafeBoatingJax.com
http://www.SafeBoatingJax.com

